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Governor Rauner 

Appoints Sadzi 

Martha Oliva as ICC 

Commissioner 

 

    Effective January 17, 

2017, Governor Bruce Rauner 
has appointed Sadzi Martha 
Oliva to a five-year term at the 
Illinois Commerce Commis-
sion (ICC). Pending confirma-
tion of the Illinois Senate, Act-
ing Commissioner Oliva will 
become the ICC’s first Latina 
Commissioner.  
   “Ms. Oliva’s comprehensive 
legal background and proven 
record of public service make 
her well equipped for this role,” 
said ICC Chairman Brien 
Sheahan. “As the first Latina 
to serve, this historic appoint-
ment exemplifies Governor 
Rauner’s continued commit-
ment to diversity and makes 
Illinois one of the most diverse 
public utility commissions in 
the country. I’m proud to serve 
alongside my colleagues.”  
   Prior to her appointment, 
Acting Commissioner Oliva 
served as General Counsel for 
the Illinois Department of Fi-
nancial and Professional Reg-
ulation (IDFPR), where she 
previously served as Ethics 
Officer, Administrative Law 
Judge and Chief of Medical 
Prosecutions. She also 
worked at the Illinois Depart-
ment of Children and Family  

   

  For the last five years, 

ComEd has updated and 
modernized its electrical grid 
to improve the reliability of its 
service to customers. The 
work has resulted in record 
setting performance that is 
also helping to power econom-
ic development and customer 
satisfaction.  
   In 2016, ComEd customers 
experienced a 15 percent re-
duction in the frequency of 
outages compared to 2015. 
This was best among all utili-
ties according to Electric 
Benchmarking. Since invest-
ments began in 2012, fre-
quency of outages has been 
reduced by nearly 34 percent 
and the duration of outages 
has been reduced by 48 per-
cent. Additionally ComEd’s 
customer’s satisfaction ratings 
are at an all-time high. Market 
Strategies International, a top 
market research firm, named  

 
 
ComEd Most Improved Elec-
tric Utility of 2016.  
   “Improving the reliability of 
our system for our customers 
has always been the funda-
mental goal of our smart grid 
work,” said Anne Pramaggio-
re, president and CEO of 
ComEd. “Constant, ongoing 
review of our system allowed 
us to strategically invest in ar-
eas that would benefit the 
greatest number of customers. 
Our record setting perfor-
mance is the result of that 
work and demonstrates the 
commitment of our employees 
to provide our customers with 
best in class service.”  
   Advanced technology like 
smart switches that reroute 
power around potential prob-
lem areas, new storm harden-
ing solutions and cable re-
placement have contributed to 
more than 7.6 million avoided 
customer interruptions since 
2012 – resulting in $1.4 billion 
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FROM THE STAFF 

 

   Time to get down to busi-

ness for the 100
th
 Illinois Gen-

eral Assembly.  Ceremonial 
activities are over, committee 
assignments are made (see 
page 3) and committee meet-
ings are starting to be sched-
uled.  The hard work of legis-
lating is getting underway.  We 
will be keeping an eye on en-
ergy issues this spring as well 
as reporting on other devel-
opments here and nationwide 
in the energy policy world.  
Hope you join us on this al-
ways interesting ride.   IEF  
 

(Continued from Page 1)
_____________ 

 

Sadzi Oliva 

  Services as the Chief 

Administrative Law Judge, and 
chaired the Illinois Governor’s 
Office Administrative Hearings 
Review Committee. Acting 
Commissioner Oliva earned a 
JD from Loyola University 
School of Law and a BA from 
DePaul University and, in ad-
dition to multiple volunteer 
roles, is a member of the Cu-
ban-American Chamber of 
Commerce of Illinois.  
   “I’m honored to have been 
selected by Governor Rauner 
for this role,” said Acting 
Commissioner Oliva. “I look 
forward to helping ensure a 
fair and effective balance be-
tween the interests of Illinois 
consumers and public utilities, 
energy suppliers, and trans-
portation companies.”  
   The ICC has five Commis-
sioners, one of whom is des-
ignated as Chairman by the 

Governor. Each Commissioner 
is appointed by the Governor 
and confirmed by the Illinois 
State Senate for a five-year 
term. IEF  

 

(Continued from Page 1)
_____________ 

 

ComEd 

 

   In societal savings. Addi-

tionally, more than 3 million 
ComEd customers experi-
enced zero or only 1 outage 
last year.  
   “The smart grid investment 
has vastly improved the infra-
structure of our system,” said 
Terence R. Donnelly, execu-
tive vice-president and chief 
operating officer for ComEd. 
“On a daily basis and during 
storms, our customers are 
seeing less interruption in their 
lives and their business opera-
tions.”  
   Strong power reliability and 
Illinois’ low power prices are 
key attributes why businesses 
continue to commit to building 
facilities in our northern Illinois 
service territory. This is evi-
denced in the collective 2016 
results of ComEd’s economic 
development allies which sup-
ported the announcement of 
39,234 jobs, 59 million square 
feet in facilities, and $6.7 bil-
lion in capital investment.  
   “ComEd’s continued infra-
structure investment aimed at 
modernizing and bringing in-
novative digital equipment to 
the grid is an important com-
ponent to Illinois’ economic 
growth efforts,” said Jim 
Schultz, CEO of Intersect Illi-
nois, a privately funded eco-
nomic development organiza-

tion. “We are pleased to see 
utility industry record setting 
reliability performance which 
provides businesses the as-
surance that Illinois is the right 
place for their continued 
growth and investment.” IEF  

 

Ameren Illinois Donates 

$57,500 to Food  

Pantries Across Central 

and Southern Illinois 

 

    Ameren Illinois has 

provided grants totaling 
$57,500 to 11 food pantries in 
communities across central 
and southern Illinois over the 
last two months.   The pantries 
are using the funds to replen-
ish necessary supplies, pur-
chase food, and serve those 
who do not have regular ac-
cess to meals. 
  
   “The operators of local food 
pantries have told us how diffi-
cult it is to meet the increased 
demand for food during the 
winter months,” said Richard 
J. Mark, President of Ameren 
Illinois. “We're pleased to be 
able to offer resources to help 
those who are hungry to re-
ceive a nutritious meal."   
 
   The donations are provided 
through the Ameren Cares 
program, an initiative that con-
nects Ameren Illinois with the 
communities it serves through 
charitable giving and volun-
teering.  In 2016, the company 
contributed more than $3.2 
million to non-profit organiza-
tions throughout its service 
territory.  IEF
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Illinois 100
th

 General Assembly Committees 

Senate Energy Committee 

Democrats 
Sen. Mattie Hunter, Chair (Chicago) 

Sen. Martin Sandoval, Vice-Chair (Chicago) 

Sen. James F. Clayborne, Jr. (Belleville) 

Sen. Kimberly A. Lightford (Chicago) 

Sen. Terry Link (Gurnee) 

Sen. Iris Y. Martinez (Chicago) 

Sen. Donne E. Trotter (Chicago) 

Sen. Patricia Van Pelt (Chicago) 

 

Republicans 
Sen. Sue Rezin, Spokesperson (Morris) 

Sen. Neil Anderson (Moline) 

Sen. William E. Brady (Bloomington) 

Sen. Karen McConnaughay (St. Charles) 

Sen. Chris Nybo (Lombard) 

 

Senate Environment & Conservation Committee 

Democrats 
Sen. David Koehler, Chair (Peoria) 

Sen. Melinda Bush, Vice-Chair (Grayslake) 

Sen. Daniel Biss (Skokie) 

Sen. Pat McGuire (Joliet) 

Sen. Julie A. Morrison (Deerfield) 

Sen. Heather Steans (Chicago) 

 

Republicans 
Sen. Kyle McCarter, Spokesperson (Vandalia) 

Sen. Wm. Sam McCann (Jacksonville) 

Sen. James Oberweis (North Aurora) 

 

House Energy Committee 

Democrats 
Rep. Linda Chapa LaVia, Chair (Aurora) 

Rep. Brandon Phelps, Vice-Chair (Harrisburg) 

Rep. Anna Moeller (Elgin) 

Rep. Elgie Sims, Jr. (Chicago) 

Rep. Justin Slaughter (Chicago) 

Rep. Arthur Turner (Chicago) 

 

Republicans 
Rep. C.D. Davidsmeyer, Spokesperson (Jacksonville) 

Rep. John Cavaletto (Salem) 

Rep. Peter Breen (Lombard) 

Rep. Grant Wehrli (Naperville) 

Rep. David Welter (Morris) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House Environment Committee 

Democrats 
Rep. Dan Beiser, Chair (Alton) 

Rep. Carol A. Sente, Vice-Chair (Vernon Hills) 

Rep. Carol Ammons (Urbana)  

Rep. Jerry Costello II (Red Bud) 

Rep. Laura Fine (Glenview) 

Rep. Robyn Gabel (Evanston) 

Rep. Sonya Harper (Chicago) 

Rep. Emily McAsey (Romeoville) 

Rep. Anna Moeller (Elgin) 

Rep. Lawrence Walsh, Jr. (Joliet) 

 

Republicans 
Rep. John Cavaletto, Spokesperson (Salem) 

Rep. Patricia Bellock (Westmont) 

Rep. Tim Butler (Springfield) 

Rep. Chad Hays (Danville) 

Rep. Margo McDermed (Mokena) 

Rep. Charles Meier (Okawville) 

Rep. Bill Mitchell (Forsyth) 

Rep. Thomas Morrison (Palatine) 

Rep. Allen Skillicorn (Crystal Lake) 

 

House Public Utilities Committee 

Democrats 
Rep. Brandon W. Phelps, Chair (Harrisburg) 

Rep. Andre Thapedi, Vice-Chair (Chicago) 

Rep. Luis Arroyo (Chicago) 

Rep. Dan Beiser (Alton) 

Rep. Linda Chapa LaVia (Aurora) 

Rep. Fred Crespo (Streamwood) 

Rep. Jehan Gordon-Booth (Peoria) 

Rep. Jay Hoffman (Belleville) 

Rep. Thaddeus Jones (Chicago) 

Rep. Rita Mayfield (Waukegan) 

Rep. Elgie Sims, Jr. (Chicago) 

Rep. Lawrence Walsh Jr. (Joliet) 

 

Republicans 
Rep. Chad Hays, Spokesperson (Danville) 

Rep. Peter Breen (Lombard) 

Rep. Tim Butler (Springfield) 

Rep. Michael McAuliffe (Chicago) 

Rep. Bill Mitchell (Forsyth) 

Rep. Ryan Spain (Peoria) 

Rep. Grant Wehrli (Naperville) 

Rep. David Welter (Morris) 

Rep. Keith Wheeler (North Aurora) 
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NARUC Winter  

Committee Meetings in  

Washington, DC 

 

   The National Association of Regulatory Utili-

ty Commissioners (NARUC) will hold its Winter 
Committee Meetings in Washington, DC, from 
February 12-15, 2017.  State Commissioners 
and staff members from around the country will 
meet in various committees and subcommittees 
with an eye toward developing NARUC policy 
on several key issues of interest to the energy 
industry. 
   Policies developed at the Winter Meetings 
may be acted upon at the NARUC’s Summer 
Meetings in San Diego in July. IEF  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current Issues Seminar 

In New Mexico  

April 23-26 

 

   The annual Current Issues Seminar hosted 

by the Center for Public Utilities at New Mexico 
State University will be held in the state capitol 
of Sante Fe on April 23-26, 2017. Among this 
year’s participants are some of the nation’s 
leading experts on energy policy issues. 
   Registration information for the Current Is-
sues Seminar can be obtained by contacting 
Jeanette Walter of the Center for Public Utilities 
at 505-646-4812. IEF  
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comments, please contact James Monk at 217-523-7348 or e-mail at jmonk@ilenergyassn.org. 
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