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ComEd’s Energy 

Efficiency Program 

Saves Customers 

More Than $2 Billion 

 

    ComEd’s Energy Effi-

ciency Program made the hol-
idays a little brighter this sea-
son as it hit a significant mile-
stone of $2.1 billion in savings 
for ComEd customers. The 
company recently celebrated 
the results at a presentation 
where La Rabida Children’s 
Hospital received an incentive 
check from the Program total-
ing $73,294.  
   ComEd’s Energy Efficiency 
Program, which has been 
around since 2008, is not only 
saving customers billions of 
dollars on their energy bills, 
but it also is helping to save 
the environment by eliminating 
27.1 billion pounds of CO2 
emissions -- the equivalent to 
taking 2.5 million cars off the 
road; and reduced energy us-
age by more than 19.5 million 
megawatt hours – enough en-
ergy to power more than 2.1 
million homes for a year.  
   “I can’t think of a better way 
to mark such a great milestone 
in our Energy Efficiency Pro-
gram than to provide one of its 
incentive checks to La Rabida 
Children’s Hospital for their 
energy-saving efforts,” said 
Val Jensen, senior vice presi-
dent of Customer Operations.  

 

  A new report from the Edi-

son Electric Institute (EEI) 
finds that investor-owned elec-
tric companies are making 
significant investments to build 
needed transmission infra-
structure that will enhance the 
nation’s energy grid to meet 
the changing energy needs of 
today’s customers. The report, 
Transmission Projects: At A 
Glance, finds that EEI member 
companies’ total transmission 
investment in 2015 reached a 
record $20.1 billion. 
   “The high level of investment 
in our nation’s transmission 
infrastructure improves reliabil-
ity and benefits customers by 
enabling electric companies to 
deploy new technologies, such 
as advanced monitoring sys-
tems, that help to make the 
energy grid more flexible and 
more resilient,” said EEI Vice 
President of Energy Delivery 
Phil Moeller. “These invest-
ments in smarter energy infra 

  
 
structure also relieve trans-
mission congestion, facilitate 
wholesale market competition, 
and support a diverse and 
changing generation portfolio 
that includes more wind and 
solar power.”  
   The 10th annual publication 
of EEI’s Transmission Pro-
jects: At A Glance report high-
lights a cross-section of more 
than 150 major transmission 
projects that EEI member 
companies completed in 2015 
or have planned over the next 
four years. These featured 
projects, which represent only 
a portion of the total transmis-
sion investment that EEI’s 
member companies anticipate 
through 2019, total approxi-
mately $41 billion.  
   Transmission investments 
are driven by a number of fac-
tors, including enhancements 
to reliability, replacement of 
aging infrastructure, grid resili-
ency and modernization,  
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FROM THE STAFF 

 

    Happy New Year every-

one. Time to move past that 
crazy 2016 and dig into mak-
ing 2017 a better year (or at 
least a less crazy one).  We 
start off with a brief lame duck 
session of the legislature and 
then the new 100

th
 General 

Assembly is sworn in and the 
Spring Session gets under-
way. Bills will be filed and 
committees will be formed.  By 
the time our next newsletter is 
published, we should know the 
new committee assignments.  
So, let’s all gear up for another 
exciting year!  IEF  
 

(Continued from Page 1)
_____________ 

 

ComEd 

  “We have one of the lead-

ing energy efficiency programs 
in the nation, which continues 
to deliver the value our cus-
tomers want - helping them 
save energy, money and be 
good stewards of their envi-
ronment. The savings provid-
ed by our Energy Efficiency 
Program also allows our cus-
tomers and organizations like 
La Rabida Children’s Hospital, 
to redirect their savings to the 
children and families they 
serve.”  
   La Rabida Children’s Hospi-
tal has participated in two of 
ComEd’s energy efficiency 
projects since 2013, including 
the installation of a new HVAC 
energy management system, 
which is more efficient and 
provides enhanced control 
options. 
  According to La Rabida, the 
$73,294 amount of the ComEd 
Energy Efficiency Program 
check is the equivalent of:  

full year’s funding of outpatient 
mental health care;  

a child who has a feeding 
problem for 12 weeks; or  

double strollers for babies who 
are born extremely premature 
and are unable to use a tradi-
tional stroller for mobility.  
   The hospital’s energy effi-
ciency upgrades will help them 
save more than 483,026 kilo-
watt hours of energy annually, 
the greenhouse gas equivalent 
of removing 71 vehicles from 
the road each year, the recy-
cling of 108 tons of waste be-
ing recycled versus landfilled 
and the amount of energy to 
powering 36 homes for one 
year. IEF  

 

(Continued from Page 1)
_____________ 

 

Transmission 

Investment 

 

   Economic and market 

efficiency, and public policy 
requirements. 
   “The electric power industry 
is making substantial invest-
ments to modernize the ener-
gy grid and to build the trans-
mission needed to connect 
new clean sources of genera-
tion and reduce system con-
gestion," said David Owens, 
EEI executive vice president, 
business operations group and 
regulatory affairs. “There are 
many financial risks associat-
ed with transmission construc-
tion, so the permitted return on 
equity for transmission pro-
jects is an important factor 
when determining the viability 
of new projects. It is important 
that the Federal Energy Regu-

latory Commission recognize 
that adequate return on in-
vestment is critically important 
to investment in transmission 
projects.” IEF  

 

 

Exelon Ranks First 

Among Utilities  

On Inaugural  

“Just 100” List 

 

    On December 20, Exelon 

announced it has been named 
America’s “Most Just” compa-
ny in the utilities industry, ac-
cording to JUST Capital and 
Forbes magazine’s inaugural 
“JUST 100” List. The list ranks 
companies in the U.S. based 
on criteria cited as most im-
portant in a survey of 50,000 
Americans over an 18-month 
period on attitudes toward 
corporate behavior. 
   Publicly traded companies in 
the U.S. were ranked against 
their peers in 32 major indus-
tries on criteria such as fair 
pay, equal opportunity em-
ployment, job creation, work-
place safety, compliance with 
laws and regulations, and re-
spect for employees.   
   “At Exelon, our mission to 
provide reliable, clean and af-
fordable energy starts with our 
dedication to our employees, 
customers and the communi-
ties we serve,” said Chris 
Crane, president and CEO of 
Exelon. “This recognition 
demonstrates that our com-
mitment to providing a safe, 
inclusive workplace and treat-
ing our employees with re-
spect really resonates in the 
communities in which we live 
and work.” IEF  
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Ameren Illinois Named A 2016 

Business Customer Champion 

 

   Ameren Illinois is the highest ranked en-

ergy company in the Midwest for providing su-
perior service to business customers, according 
to a study by a leading market research firm.  In 
a survey of 59 utilities, Market Strategies Inter-
national recognized Ameren Illinois as a 2016 
Business Customer Champion for developing 
engaging customer relationships. The study 
ranked Ameren Illinois sixth among 59 nation-
wide utilities. 

   “Utilities deserve a lot of credit for building 
strong relationships with businesses that drive 
local economies,” said Chris Oberle, senior vice 
president at Market Strategies International. 
“This year’s Customer Champions are 
strengthening engagement with unmanaged 
account customers by offering them choices on 
rates, demand-side management programs, 
energy management tools, distributed energy 
and other offerings.” 

   The Utility Trusted Brand & Customer En-
gagement™: Commercial study measures En-
gaged Customer Relationships (ECR) by look-
ing at critical components such as brand trust, 
product experience, and operational satisfac-
tion. Ameren Illinois was noted for its strong 
performance across several key customer ser-
vice components, including relationship-building 
by its key account executives. 

   “Businesses are the backbone of our local 
economies, particularly in smaller towns 
throughout central and southern Illinois," said 
Richard J. Mark, president of Ameren Illinois. 
"We put great emphasis on providing industry-
leading services to our business customers.  I'm 
particularly proud of our key account teams for 
being personally invested in helping our busi-
ness customers to succeed." 

   The web-based survey was conducted among 
9,429 business electric and combination utility 
customers of the 59 largest US utility compa-
nies (based on commercial customer 
counts). IEF  

IEI Releases New Book on Trends 

Driving Change in the Electric 

Power Industry 

 

    The Institute for Electric Innovation (IEI) 

released a new book, Thought Leaders Speak 
Out: Key Trends Driving Change in the Electric 
Power Industry, Volume III. The third and final 
book in the series features 20 essays by elec-
tric and technology company thought leaders 
that focus on three key trends driving the trans-
formation underway in the electric power indus-
try.   
  
Rate and Regulatory Reform:  Major players 
in the energy industry are encouraging regula-
tory reform to enable innovation and moderni-
zation, while ensuring safe, affordable, reliable, 
and increasingly clean energy for customers. 
 Regulators have many tools available, and, 
more and more, collaboration is proving a 
promising way forward.  Read more in essays 
by Commonwealth Edison, NorthWestern En-
ergy, SunPower Corporation, and Xcel Energy.  
  
  
Data Analytics: Advanced data analytics are 
enabling new operational capabilities, improved 
grid management, and new energy services 
that benefit customers.  Today’s early gains 
such as rapid outage detection and restoration 
and improved management of distributed ener-
gy resources are just the tip of the iceberg.  
Read more in essays from Comverge, Ecova, 
Entergy, Georgia Power, IBM, Nest Labs, Pow-
erley, and TROVE Predictive Data Science.   
  

Grid Modernization: The smart grid is the criti-
cal platform to integrate renewable and distrib-
uted energy resources, deliver information and 
communicate with customers, and enhance re-
liability and resiliency.  Electric companies have 
made tremendous progress in moving forward 
to build smarter energy infrastructure.  Read 
more in essays from CenterPoint Energy, 
Enbala Power Networks, Florida Power & Light 
Company, Gridco Systems, SCE, SMUD, and 
Sunverge Energy.  IEF  

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Flanding.marketstrategies.com%2Futility-trusted-brand-engagement-commercial-2016&esheet=51389099&newsitemid=20160727005215&lan=en-US&anchor=Utility+Trusted+Brand+%26+Customer+Engagement%E2%84%A2%3A+Commercial&index=1&md5=a6910b73adbb97b0c590715db87c4975
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Flanding.marketstrategies.com%2Futility-trusted-brand-engagement-commercial-2016&esheet=51389099&newsitemid=20160727005215&lan=en-US&anchor=Utility+Trusted+Brand+%26+Customer+Engagement%E2%84%A2%3A+Commercial&index=1&md5=a6910b73adbb97b0c590715db87c4975
http://www.mmsend42.com/link.cfm?r=REtpYRZXsD3mrqXw1aJBKg~~&pe=N-l5HY3bLmzRCCHsWxEQ1-62OdDHw-2-wgBabEch9tihxVQJErDPNAbfgAKk-H3z
http://www.mmsend42.com/link.cfm?r=REtpYRZXsD3mrqXw1aJBKg~~&pe=N-l5HY3bLmzRCCHsWxEQ1-62OdDHw-2-wgBabEch9tihxVQJErDPNAbfgAKk-H3z
http://www.mmsend42.com/link.cfm?r=REtpYRZXsD3mrqXw1aJBKg~~&pe=N-l5HY3bLmzRCCHsWxEQ1-62OdDHw-2-wgBabEch9tihxVQJErDPNAbfgAKk-H3z
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CBR Regulatory Reform 

Monograph Series  

in Chicago 

 

   The Center for Business and Regulation of 

the College of Business and Management at the 
University of Illinois-Springfield is hosting a two-
day event in Chicago on January 12-13, 2017.  
The title of the program is “Frameworks for Regu-
lation of Public Utilities in the 21

st
 Century.  The 

program will be held at the University of Chicago 
Gleacher Center in the River North area of down-
town Chicago. 
     Former Illinois Commerce Commission mem-
ber Karl McDermott is Director of the Center for 
Business and Regulation.  Among the speakers at 
the event are Anne Pramaggiore, President and 
CEO of Commonwealth Edison Company, and 
Brien Sheahan, Chairman of the Illinois Com-
merce Commission. 
     To register, please visit the Center’s home 
page at www.uis.edu/cbam/cbr and click on the 
CBR Monograph Series. IEF  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

NARUC Winter  

Committee Meetings in  

Washington, DC 

 

   The National Association of Regulatory Utility 

Commissioners (NARUC) will hold its Winter 
Committee Meetings in Washington, DC, from 
February 12-15, 2017.  State Commissioners and 
staff members from around the country will meet 
in various committees and subcommittees with an 
eye toward developing NARUC policy on several 
key issues of interest to the energy industry. 
   Policies developed at the Winter Meetings may 
be acted upon at the NARUC’s Summer Meeting 
in San Diego in July. IEF  
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