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Bills of Interest 

 

    The following bills of inter-

est to the energy industry were 
introduced into the 100

th
 Illinois 

General Assembly for consider-
ation during its Spring 2017 
session: 
     Senate Bill 71 (Sen. Don 
Harmon, D-Oak Park and Rep. 
Lou Lang, D-Skokie) – would 
clarify certification procedures 
for wind power installers.  
Passed by the Senate on a vote 
of 47-3.  Passed by the House 
of Representatives on a vote of 
113-0. 
     Senate Bill 611 (Sen. Scott 
Bennett, D-Champaign and 
Rep. Carol Ammons, D-Urbana) 
– would establish the Mahomet 
Aquifer Protection Task Force to 
address the issue of maintaining 
clean drinking water for com-
munities served by the Mahom-
et Aquifer.  Passed by the Sen-
ate on a vote of 56-0.  Passed 
by the House of Representa-
tives on a vote of 115-0. 
     Senate Bill 1488 (Sen. Sue 
Rezin, R-Morris) –would elimi-
nate the Radioactive Waste 
Task Force and related sections 
of law.  Approved by the Senate 
Energy and Public Utilities 
Committee.  Held on Third 
Reading in the Senate. 
     Senate Bill 1839 (Sen. Bill 
Cunningham, D-Chicago and 
Rep. Brandon Phelps, D-
Harrisburg)) – would make sig-
nificant changes in the Tele-
communications Act designed  

   

 The First Spring Session of 

the 100
th
 Illinois General As-

sembly turned out to be very 
similar to the last Session of the 
99

th
 General Assembly: It’s 

headed into overtime for lack of 
a state budget, just like last 
year.  In fact, the legislature and 
Governor Bruce Rauner failed to 
reach agreement on a budget 
for the third straight year. 
   Shortly before adjourning on 
May 31

st
, the House of Repre-

sentatives announced that it 
would be in “continuous ses-
sion” at least through the month 
of June. Statutory authority for 
even the limited appropriations 
levels that are still in effect for 
certain programs will expire at 
the end of the state’s fiscal year 
2017 on June 30

th
. 

   Included in the spending cate-
gories that would not be funded 
in FY 2018 unless further legis-
lation is passed and signed by 
the Governor is K-12 public 
school funding. 

 

 

   It was a relatively quiet Spring 
Session for the energy industry, 
especially when compared to 
the 2016 legislature which saw 
passage of a major piece of en-
ergy policy – the Future Energy 
Jobs Act.  That law is due to 
become effective on June 30

th
, 

although the law is being chal-
lenged in court by opponents. 
   The major activity for energy 
industry representatives this 
Spring involved negotiations 
with telecommunications carrier 
AT&T to resolve concerns asso-
ciated with that company’s legis-
lation to remove its regulatory 
requirement to be Provider of 
Last Resort for various classes 
of customers. 
   Electric and natural gas utili-
ties and power generation com-
panies were concerned that ex-
isting telecommunications con-
nections with critical utility infra-
structure might be discontinued 
by the carrier with only 60 days 
notice, potentially causing se-
vere disruption of utility services 
to customers as well as  
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FROM THE STAFF 

 

    So, the Spring legislative 

session is over, but not really.  
Two words:  “continuous ses-
sion”.  No adjournment until 
the Fall Veto Session, just 
continuous session at least 
until the end of June.  And, if 
there is no state budget by 
then, who knows where we 
are headed?  Great example 
of the old Chinese curse “may 
you live in interesting times”.  
Most of us would like it to be a 
little less “interesting” around 
here.  At any rate, we will be 
here all summer to keep you 
up to date on what’s happen-
ing especially as it pertains to 
energy policy issues.  Try to 
enjoy your summer.  IEF  
 

(Continued from Page 1)
_____________ 

 

Bills 

 

  To modernize much of the 

state’s telecommunications sys-
tem, especially voice communi-
cations.  Also included changes 
in the state’s 911 statute.  
Passed by the House of Repre-
sentatives on a vote of 81-27.  
The Senate concurred on a vote 
of 53-3. 
     House Bill 1848 (Rep. Re-
ginald Phillips, R-Charleston)—
would expand the state’s clean 
coal technology portfolio stand-
ards law to incent construction 
of a electricity generating facility 
near Mattoon.  Held in a sub-
committee of the House Energy 
Committee.  Re-referred to the 
House Rules Committee. 
     House Bill 3042 (Rep. Jay 
Hoffman, D-Collinsville) – would 
create a grant program to stimu-
late development of clean coal 
technology power generation.  

The grant program is subject to 
legislative appropriations.  Ap-
proved by the House Energy 
Committee.  Re-referred to the 
House Rules Committee. 
     House Bill 3396 (Rep. Mike 
Fortner, R-West Chicago and 
Sen. Sue Rezin, R-Morris)) – 
would facilitate the purchase of 
electricity for a municipal electric 
company by the Illinois Power 
Agency.  Passed by the House 
of Representatives on a vote of 
112-0.  Passed by the Senate 
on a vote of 56-0. IEF  

 

 
 

 

 

 

(Continued from Page 1)
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Overtime Sessions 

 

  Threatening power plant 

operations. 
     Energy industry representa-
tives worked diligently with 
AT&T to reach agreement on an 
amendment to provide addition-
al time for the industry to make 
the transition to a more modern 
telecommunication system 
which was the underlying goal 
of AT&T’s legislation. 
     Senate Bill 1839 (Sen. Bill 
Cunningham, D-Chicago and 
Rep. Brandon Phelps, D-
Harrisburg) was the eventual 
vehicle for that agreement, as 
well as other telecommunica-
tions-related issues such as 
increased funding for the state’s 
911 emergency services net-
work. 
     The General Assembly has 
not yet announced its schedule 
for the Fall Veto Session.  IEF  

 

 

 

Ameren Illinois  

Joins With Local  

Communities to  

Brighten  

Neighborhoods 

 

    Ameren Illinois part-

nered with local volunteers to 
replace standard incandescent 
lightbulbs with LED bulbs on the 
front porches of more than 700 
homes in several communities 
across the Ameren Illinois ser-
vice territory.  The company’s 
inaugural “Brighten the Block” 
initiative brought together local 
municipal officials, first re-
sponders, neighborhood organi-
zations and local residents to 
promote neighborhood safety 
and energy efficiency. 

   LED bulbs are brighter, use 
less energy and last longer than 
incandescent bulbs. Residents 
who received new LED bulbs 
can now create a safer envi-
ronment by turning on their 
porch lights after dark without 
worrying about burning out their 
bulbs as frequently. 

   Participants in each event 
gathered beforehand for a short 
safety briefing and then divided 
into teams to exchange bulbs at 
houses along specific walking 
routes. Volunteers left packaged 
LED bulbs for residents who 
were not at home during the 
event. The exchange areas 
were chosen by city officials or 
the local police department. 

   “We are thrilled to work hand-
in-hand with community leaders 
across our service territory on 
such an impactful project,” said 
Richard J. Mark, President of 
Ameren Illinois. “The safety of 
both our customers and our 
employees is of the utmost im-
portance.”  IEF  
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USEPA Honors ComEd With the 

2017 Energy Star Partner of the 

Year-Sustained Excellence Award 
 

   ComEd has been named by the U.S. Envi-

ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) as a 2017 
ENERGY STAR® Partner of the Year – Sustained 
Excellence Award winner. This award, which is the 
highest honor presented by ENERGY STAR, recog-
nizes ComEd for its continued leadership in protect-
ing its environment through superior energy efficien-
cy achievements.  

ENERGY STAR is a U.S. EPA voluntary program 
that helps businesses and individuals save money 
and protect our climate through superior energy effi-
ciency. ComEd's accomplishments were recognized 
at the annual ENERGY STAR Partner of the Year 
Awards in Washington, D.C. on April 26, 2017 where 
ComEd CEO Anne Pramaggiore was the keynote 
speaker. 

ComEd, an ENERGY STAR® partner for the past 
eight years, was honored for their ongoing commit-
ment to discount ENERGY STAR-certified LEDs for 
their customers and executing an awareness cam-
paign promoting ENERGY STAR appliance rebates 
that resulted in 53,600 rebates valued at more than 
$2.8 million in savings. The award also recognizes 
the significant increase in owners and operators of 
commercial and multi-family buildings using the 
ComEd created Energy Usage Data system tool. 

ComEd has been recognized by the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency for its energy effi-
ciency programs for eight straight years and this will 
be the fifth consecutive year of being named an 
ENERGY STAR® Partner of the Year for Sustained 
Excellence. 

The 2017 Partner of the Year – Sustained Excel-
lence Awards are bestowed upon a diverse set of 
organizations that have demonstrated continued 
leadership in energy efficiency. Winners range from 
small, family-owned businesses to Fortune 500 or-
ganizations – representing energy-efficient products, 
services, new homes, and buildings in the commer-
cial, industrial, and public sectors. 

For more information on the ComEd Energy Effi-
ciency Program, visit ComEd.com/HomeSavings for 
residential customers and ComEd.com/BizSavings 
for business customers. IEF  

 

June is National Safety Month 

 

    Unfortunately, safety can be taken for 

granted—until something goes wrong. Don’t be 
caught off guard with electrical safety. June is Na-
tional Safety Month and a good time to make electri-
cal safety education a priority and take an active role 
in learning all that you can to keep you and your 
loved ones safe. 

“Whether, its lights, TVs, computers, or refrig-
erators—electricity powers our everyday lives in a 
number of ways,” says Jim Monk, Safe Electricity 
Advisory Board member. “Yet we need to remember 
to respect the power of electricity and know what 
steps to take to stay safe around it.” 

Safe Electricity shares the following tips to help 
you avoid electrical hazards:  

 Establish a network: When traveling, ensure 
that safety is within reach. Take your cell phone 
with you so that call for help when needed. If 
you see a downed line, stay away, warn others 
to stay away, and call 911 to have the utility noti-
fied. 

 Plug into safety: Check that cords and plugs 
are in good shape, with no cracking or fraying.  
Never use a damaged electronic, and do not try 
to repair them yourself.   

 Don’t get overloaded: Plugging in too many 
appliances to an outlet can strain your electrical 
system. 

 Give electricity its space: Always keep a min-
imum distance of 10 feet from overhead power 
lines. Look up and look out for overhead wires, 
especially when working on a roof, trimming 
trees, and using ladders. 

 Know what is below: Take the time to call 811 
before you start any digging project. Even if you 
have had an area marked before, call to have 
the area checked again. Natural changes to the 
soil, such as erosion or root growth, can alter the 
depth and location of buried lines. Once all bur-
ied lines have been marked, respect the bound-
aries, and dig carefully. 

 Stay out of hot water: Do not use electrical 
equipment when it is raining or the ground is 
wet. In addition, all outlets near areas with water 
should have GFCI protection. Ground fault cir-
cuit interrupters (GFCIs) monitor the flow of 
electricity in a circuit. If there is an irregularity of 
electrical flow, the power is cut off, preventing an 
electric shock. IEF  

https://www.comed.com/WaysToSave/ForYourHome/Pages/HomePromo.aspx?utm_source=res&utm_medium=webiste&utm_campaign=HomeSavingsVanity&utm_content=VanityURL
http://www.comed.com/WaysToSave/ForYourBusiness/Pages/BusinessPromo.aspx
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MARC 2017 To Be Held 

In Chicago 

 

 

The annual meeting of the MidAmerican 

Regulatory Conference (MARC) will be held in 
Chicago from June 18-21, 2017.  The Illinois 
Commerce Commission is a member of MARC 
along with public utility commissions from sev-
eral Midwestern states.  Illinois Commissioner 
John Rosales is this year’s President of MARC. 

Detailed information concerning MARC 
2017 and a registration form are available on 
the MARC website located at www.marc-
conference.org.  IEF  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boston Hosts EEI 

Convention/Expo 

 

   This year’s Annual Convention/Expo of the 

Edison Electric Institute (EEI) will be held at the 
Boston Marriott Copley Place Hotel in Boston 
from June 11-14. 
   More than 1,200 top decision-makers of do-
mestic and international firms from energy-
related fields will be on hand to discuss critical 
industry issues.  In addition, attendees will be 
able to attend the Expo 2017 Exhibit Hall featur-
ing new products and services. 
   Convention information is available from EEI 
at 202-508-5000. IEF  
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