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Bill of Interest 

 

    The following bills of inter-

est to the energy industry have 
been introduced into the 100

th
 

Illinois General Assembly for 
consideration during its Spring 
2017 session: 
     Senate Bill 71 (Sen. Don 
Harmon, D-Oak Park) – would 
provide for an immediate ef-
fective date for sections of last 
year’s Future Energy Jobs Bill 
that deal with renewable ener-
gy.  Assigned to the Senate 
Energy Committee. 
     Senate Bill 611 (Sen. Scott 
Bennett, D-Champaign) – 
would establish the Mahomet 
Aquifer Protection Task Force 
to address the issue of main-
taining clean drinking water for 
communities served by the 
Mahomet Aquifer.  Assigned to 
the Senate Environment 
Committee. 
     Senate Bill 1383 (Sen. 
Sue Rezin, R-Peru) – would 
amend various sections of the 
state’s Underground Utility 
Facilities Damage Protection 
Act, which sets standards for 
excavation near underground 
utility facilities.  Assigned to 
the Senate Energy Committee.  
Companion bill to House Bill 
3634 (Rep. Brandon Phelps, 
D-Harrisburg), which has been 
assigned to the House Execu-
tive Committee. 

 

 

  Edison Electric Institute 

(EEI) President Tom Kuhn and 
three other EEI officers – Da-
vid Owens, Phil Moeller, and 
Richard McMahon – recently 
briefed Wall Street analysts, 
bankers, and investors on the 
state of the U.S. electric power 
industry. Kuhn and the panel-
ists discussed a range of is-
sues, including the importance 
of working with the Trump 
Administration and new Con-
gress, as well as many new 
governors, legislators, and 
regulators in the states to de-
velop a shared policy agenda. 
   “EEI will work with President 
Trump and with key policy-
makers on both sides of the 
political aisle to develop an 
agenda that supports invest-
ments in infrastructure, grows 
the economy, and recognizes 
the vital role of the energy grid 
and the importance of main-
taining reliable, affordable,  

 
 
secure, and increasingly clean 
energy for all customers,” said 
Kuhn.  
   The EEI team outlined other 
top industry policy priorities, 
which include supporting com-
prehensive tax reform, work-
force development, smart city 
and electric vehicle initiatives, 
streamlining and expediting 
the process for permitting and 
siting energy infrastructure, 
and updating state regulatory 
approaches for planning, pric-
ing, and allocating the costs of 
the distribution system and 
flexibility in pricing customer 
services, including grid ser-
vices. 
   “Today, EEI’s member com-
panies are making significant 
investments to make the ener-
gy grid smarter, more dynam-
ic, more flexible, and more 
secure to integrate and deliver 
a mix of both central station 
and distributed energy re-
sources to customers,” said  
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FROM THE STAFF 

 

    Congratulations to 

ICC Chairman Brien Sheahan 
on his appointment to chair the 
new NARUC Task Force on 
Innovation.  Chairman Shea-
han has been a leader among 
his fellow utility regulators on 
this issue and it’s good to see 
that leadership recognized by 
NARUC.  As the association of 
the nation’s utility regulators, 
NARUC is a tremendous re-
source for energy policy ideas 
and best practices for the 
states and participation in the 
organization by Illinois com-
missioners is valuable to the 
state and its citizens.  IEF  
 

(Continued from Page 1)
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Bills 

 

    House Bill 232 (Rep. An-
dre Thapedi, D-Chicago) – 
would change the definition of 
distributed renewable energy 
generation device by removing 
language limiting hydroelectric 
power.  Assigned to the House 
Energy Committee. 
     House Bill 2952 (Rep. 
Tom Morrison, R-Palatine) – 
would require the Illinois 
Commerce Commission to 
change its rules regarding cost 
recovery for natural gas main 
extensions.  Assigned to the 
House Public Utilities Commit-
tee. 
     House Bill 3038 (Rep. 
Theresa Mah, D-Chicago) – 
would place limits on electric 
utilities recovery of past due 
charges from customers under 
a Purchase of Receivables 
(POR) arrangement with Al-

ternative Retail Energy Sup-
pliers (ARES).  Assigned to 
the House Public Utilities 
Committee. 
     House Bill 3770 (Rep. 
Carol Ammons, D-Urbana) – 
would place limitations on 
storage or disposal of coal ash 
over a single source aquifer, 
such as the Mahomet Aquifer.  
Assigned to the House Public 
Utilities Committee.  IEF  
 

(Continued from Page 1)
_____________ 

 

EEI to Wall Street 

 

   Kuhn. “They are investing 

in cleaner generation sources 
that make business sense. 
And, they are partnering with 
leading technology companies 
to create innovative energy 
solutions that give customers 
more control over their energy 
use.” 
   EEI’s member companies 
are investing more than $100 
billion each year, spending a 
projected $120.8 billion in 
2016 alone. This is more than 
twice the level of investment of 
just a decade ago. The indus-
try contributes more than 2 
percent to America’s real 
GDP, and directly and indirect-
ly provides well-paying jobs for 
more than one million men 
and women in communities 
large and small across the 
country. 
   There is already widespread 
recognition that investments in 
the energy grid are enabling 
greater reliability and resilien-
cy against natural threats, 
such as Hurricane Matthew, 
as well as manmade threats, 
such as cyberattacks.  

   “Protecting the energy grid is 
our top priority, and every day 
we are working to improve grid 
security, reliability, and resili-
ency,” said Kuhn. IEF  

 

 

NARUC Executive 

Committee Approves 

Creation of  

Innovation Task 

Force 

 

    The Executive Committee 

of the National Association of 
Regulatory Utility Commis-
sioners has created a new 
group to advance innovation. 
The Presidential Task Force 
on Innovation was established 
to convene panel discussions 
and identify best practices rel-
evant for State utility commis-
sions and the industries they 
regulate.  
   NARUC President Robert F. 
Powelson of Pennsylvania has 
selected the Hon. Brien Shea-
han of the Illinois Commerce 
Commission to chair the Task 
Force on Innovation.  
   The Task Force on Innova-
tion will organize panels and 
roundtable discussions to 
showcase new technologies 
and educate state regulators 
on opportunities to promote 
innovation in the utility sector. 
Relevant topics include inte-
grated energy networks, bat-
tery storage, renewables, 
smart networks, information 
technologies, data analytics, 
the “Internet of Things” and 
the regulatory treatment of 
new technologies. IEF  
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Nicor Gas Energy Efficiency 

Program Wins MEEA Award 
 

   energySMART, a Nicor Gas program, 

was recently honored by the Midwest Energy 
Efficiency Alliance (MEEA) for delivering 
groundbreaking advancements in energy effi-
ciency. The Inspiring Efficiency through Market-
ing Award recognizes a marketing campaign, 
program or strategy aimed at increasing the 
adoption of energy efficient products and/or 
best practices in the Midwest region.  

   “We are excited to have been selected for this 
important award,” said Meena Beyers, manag-
ing director of Customer & Partner Engagement 
for Nicor Gas. “Our multicultural marketing 
strategy resulted in increased awareness and 
engagement in underserved communities. The 
campaign was developed and implemented 
with the guiding principle that all customers 
should be able to participate and engage in the 
program.” 

   The Inspiring Efficiency Awards recognizes 
Midwest leaders in five categories: leadership, 
education, impact, marketing and innovation. 
Nicor Gas' multicultural marketing strategy for 
energySMART not only increased adoption of 
energy efficient products in underserved mar-
kets, but also demonstrates a marketing strate-
gy that can be implemented at a low cost and is 
easily replicable by any utility, government 
agency, nonprofit agency or implementation 
contractor as a best practice for marketing en-
ergy efficiency across the Midwest. 

   energySMART offers rebates, services and 
products to help Nicor Gas customers become 
more energy efficient in their homes and busi-
nesses. Currently in its sixth program year, en-
ergySMART has engaged more than 600,000 
customers in 93 percent of the 656 communi-
ties served by Nicor Gas through participation 
in its energy-saving kit offering. IEF  

 

 

Exelon Named to Fortune’s 

World’s Most Admired 

Companies List 

 

    Exelon was named one of Fortune’s 

2017 World's Most Admired Companies, mark-
ing the 11th consecutive year that the company 
has made the list.  
 
   Exelon ranked particularly well for its quality 
of products and services, social responsibility 
and people management. 
 
   “This distinction reflects our continued opera-
tional and financial progress in 2016, with all of 
our utilities achieving best-on-record or best-in-
class operating performance on metrics, includ-
ing service reliability and customer satisfaction,” 
said Chris Crane, president and CEO of Exelon. 
“As a result of our continued growth and in-
vestment to create a clean, affordable, next-
generation energy grid we became the only 
company in our sector listed on the Fortune 
100. Credit for our continued success belongs 
to our 34,000 employees and their dedication to 
providing clean, safe, reliable energy nation-
wide.” 
 
   The Most Admired list has served as a report 
card on corporate reputations since its founding 
in 1997. To determine the annual ranking, For-
tune and partner Korn Ferry Hay Group survey 
financial analysts and leaders from non-U.S. 
companies in Fortune’s Global 500 that have 
revenues of $10 billion or more and the 1,000 
largest U.S. companies to identify the busi-
nesses that enjoy the highest standings within 
their industries. Korn Ferry Hay Group asks ex-
ecutives, directors and analysts to rate enter-
prises in their own industry on nine criteria, from 
investment value and quality of management 
and products to social responsibility and ability 
to attract talent. 
 
   Exelon’s merger with Pepco Holdings in 
March made it the largest company by revenue 
in the utility sector and the largest utility in the 
United States by customer count. IEF  
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IRPS Conference to Be 

Held on April 27 

 

   The Institute for Regulatory Policy studies at 

Illinois State University is sponsoring a confer-
ence entitled “New Legislation on Future Energy 
Jobs, Lead & Water Pollutants and Federal Poli-
cies” on Thursday, April 27, 2017 at the President 
Abraham Lincoln Hotel in Springfield, Illinois. 
   The conference will focus on three issues con-
cerning (1) recent legislation on lead testing and 
how water utilities are meeting the challenge; (2) 
changing perspectives on energy from a national 
outlook; and (3) the implementation and impact of 
the Future Energy Jobs Bill. 
   For more information and registration, please 
visit our website at www.irps.ilstu.edu. IEF  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current Issues Seminar 

In New Mexico  

April 23-26 

 

   The annual Current Issues Seminar hosted 

by the Center for Public Utilities at New Mexico 
State University will be held in the state capitol 
of Sante Fe on April 23-26, 2017. Among this 
year’s participants are some of the nation’s 
leading experts on energy policy issues. 
   Registration information for the Current Is-
sues Seminar can be obtained by contacting 
Jeanette Walter of the Center for Public Utilities 
at 505-646-4812. IEF  
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