
 

 

ILLINOIS ENERGY FORUM 

VOLUME 24, ISSUE 11 NOVEMBER, 2017 
 

Illinois Rated 2nd Best 

in Grid Modernization 

 

     Illinois Commerce 

Commission (ICC) Chairman 
Brien J. Sheahan recently an-
nounced that Illinois received 
the second highest rating 
among all states for its leader-
ship in moving toward a mod-
ernized electric grid. Gridwise 
Alliance in collaboration with 
Clean Edge Incorporated re-
leased the results of its fourth 
Grid Modernization Index 
(GMI) on November 8.  
   “I am very pleased Illinois is 
being recognized as a national 
leader for our efforts to em-
brace innovations in technolo-
gy and modernize our grid. 
Under the leadership of Gov-
ernor Bruce Rauner,  
Illinois adopted the Future En-
ergy Jobs Act that is leading to 
a greater investment in smart 
technology, renewables and 
energy efficiency programs by 
our public utilities,” said Shea-
han. “I am especially proud the 
Illinois Commerce Commis-
sion’s NextGrid: Illinois Utilities 
of the Future Study is men-
tioned several times in the re-
port and contributed to Illinois’ 
high rating.”  
   The ICC recently launched 
NextGrid, an 18-month cus-
tomer-focused study, to ex-
plore emerging technologies, 
address customer demands 
for greater choice, and layout  

The Illinois legislature 

wrapped up its Fall Veto 
Session on November 8 and 
now prepares to return to 
Springfield in early January 
for the second year of the 
100th General Assembly.  
This year’s Veto Session was 
truly all about the vetoes.   
     A large number of vetoes 
by Governor Bruce Rauner 
were addressed during the 
two weeks of Veto Session 
(October 24-26 and Novem-
ber 7-9) and most of the 
Governor’s vetoes that were 
voted on by legislators were 
overridden and put into law 
over his objections.  One ma-
jor exception was his veto of 
a bill prohibiting local gov-
ernments from establishing 
“right-to-work” zones which 
was upheld on two different 
votes in the House of Repre-
sentatives.  The margin in 
both situations was one vote. 
     On the energy policy 

front, the news centered on 
House Bill 4141 and Senate 
Bill 2250 which both con-
tained proposals championed 
by power generator Dynegy 
designed to establish an Illi-
nois-specific capacity market 
in the central and southern 
Illinois zone of the Midconti-
nent Independent System 
Operator (MISO) power mar-
ket. 
     The legislation would re-
quire the Illinois Power 
Agency (IPA) to establish a 
process for procuring capaci-
ty for customers in the zone.  
Different from procuring ac-
tual energy, capacity markets 
deal with purchasing the 
promise to supply power at 
peak times in the future.  
Payments to generators for 
this promise have become an 
important part of their busi-
ness models in this time of 
relatively flat demand and 
low prices on the energy 
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market. 

FROM THE STAFF 

 

     Another year, another 

Veto Session.  All things con-
sidered, it was a busy two 
weeks with lots of votes on 
vetoes of bills passed during 
the Spring legislative session.  
And, although no major bills 
were voted on by legislators, it 
was a pretty busy time for en-
ergy policy issues as well.  
After a break for the holidays, 
the General Assembly will re-
turn to Springfield and get 
down to its regular business 
from January to the end of 
May.  We will be right here to 
keep you up to date on what 
could be an exciting Spring 
Session.  Happy Holidays. IEF  
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Illinois Rated 2nd 

   A roadmap to become a 

clean energy state and mod-
ernize the grid while minimiz-
ing costs for consumers. Pro-
fessors from the Electrical and 
Computer Engineering De-
partment at the University of 
Illinois (UIUC/ECE) Urbana-
Champaign are working with 
the ICC as lead facilitators for 
the study.  
   Gridwise based its ratings on 
three primary areas:  
• State support, which 
includes plans and policies 
that support grid moderniza-
tion  
• Customer engage-
ment, which ranks states on 
their rate structure, customer 

outreach and data collection 
practices.  
• Grid operations, which 
benchmarks the deployment of 
grid modernization technolo-
gies such as smart meters, 
sensors, controls and analyt-
ics.  
   Illinois received a score of 
73.0. California received the 
top rating with a score of 81.5 
and Texas was third with a 
score of 64.0. The last GMI 
report was issued in 2015. IEF  
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Veto Session 

 

    In deregulated power mar-

kets such as Illinois, capacity 
markets are designed to make 
sure there is sufficient power 
available to serve customers 
over the long-term.  In the tradi-
tionally regulated states that 
surround Illinois that function 
usually falls to state utility regu-
lators. 
     HB 4141 and SB 2250 were 
discussed at a joint subject mat-
ter hearing of the Senate Ener-
gy and Public Utilities Commit-
tee and House Energy Commit-
tee during the second week of 
the Veto Session.  Various pro-
ponents and opponents of the 
legislation provided testimony 
but no committee votes were 
taken.  The bills and the subject 
matter will carry over into the 
Regular Session of the General 
Assembly in 2018. 
     Additionally, Governor 
Rauner’s office wrote a letter 
soon after the bills were intro-
duced asking the Illinois Com-
merce Commission to produce a 
white paper on the subject.  The 
white paper may result in hear-

ings and workshops led by the 
Commission.  IEF  

 

Utilities Celebrate  

Careers in Energy Week 

 

    Careers in the energy 

sector are continuing to grow 
and Illinois utilities recently 
celebrated Careers in Energy 
Week (Oct. 16-20).  ComEd, 
Ameren Illinois, Nicor Gas and 
Peoples Gas and North Shore 
Gas partnered with the Illinois 
Energy Workforce Consortium 
(IEWC) to increase public 
awareness of careers in the 
energy industry and empha-
size the important role energy 
companies have in supporting 
the local economy. 
   The Center for Energy Work-
force Development estimates 
that nearly 50 percent of the 
energy workforce will retire in 
the next five to 10 years. Lo-
cally, the Illinois Department of 
Employment Security predicts 
that there will be more than 
50,000 energy-related jobs 
available by 2022. 
   “We encourage everyone to 
consider a career in the ener-
gy industry – not just during 
Careers in Energy Week, but 
every week,” said Pat White-
side, vice president of Nicor 
Gas Business Support. “Now 
is a great time to begin a ca-
reer in the natural gas indus-
try. We’re committed to re-
warding and retaining the most 
talented energy professionals, 
so that our customers receive 
the most responsive and relia-
ble service possible.” 
 IEF
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Electric Companies Dispatch 

Technical Experts, Crews and 

Equipment to Puerto Rico 
 

 

   Following the November 7 request for as-

sistance from Puerto Rico Electric Power Authori-
ty (PREPA) CEO Ricardo Ramos, senior execu-
tives from the electric power industry and federal  
government convened a call  to discuss next 
steps for this new phase in the power restoration 
effort.  
   Participating in the call were Secretary of Ener-
gy Rick Perry and Deputy Secretary Dan Brouil-
lette; PREPA CEO Ricardo Ramos; New York 
Power Authority (NYPA) President and CEO Gil 
Quiniones; senior officials from the Departments 
of Energy and Homeland Security, Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers; electric company CEOs;and 
leadership from the American Public Power Asso-
ciation (APPA) and the Edison Electric Institute 
(EEI). 
   “While yesterday was effectively day one for this 
new phase in the restoration effort, we know that 
our fellow citizens in Puerto Rico have been with-
out power for more than a month,” said EEI Presi-
dent Tom Kuhn. “We are committed to resolving 
problems quickly, and we already are having solu-
tions-oriented conversations, improving supply 
chain logistics, and dispatching people and 
equipment to Puerto Rico. We thank Secretary 
Perry for his participation in these calls and for his 
ongoing support and leadership.” 
   On November 8, New York State Governor An-
drew M. Cuomo and Puerto Rico Governor Ricar-
do Rosselló announced that New York will be 
sending an additional 350 utility personnel and 
220 vehicles from public and private electric com-
panies in New York State to help Puerto Rico re-
store power.  
   “Some public power utilities already are support-
ing power restoration, and we will now comple-
ment the resources on the island as we continue 
to coordinate with PREPA, our government part-
ners, and their contractors,” said APPA President 
and CEO Sue Kelly. IEF  

 

 
 
 

Ameren Illinois Awards First-Ever 

Energy Efficiency Scholarships 

 

    Delivering on its commitment to develop 

more diverse companies and individuals working 
in energy efficiency, on November 7, Ameren Illi-
nois announced the recipients of the inaugural 
Ameren Illinois Energy Efficiency Scholarship. 
   The scholarship was established at John A. Lo-
gan College in Carterville, Illinois in September to 
educate and train students for energy-related oc-
cupations.  It is anticipated that the program will 
also aid in the development of diverse supplier 
companies capable of providing energy efficiency 
services to customers in the Ameren Illinois terri-
tory. 
   "We are pleased to partner with a top-tier com-
munity college like John A. Logan to be able to 
offer this unique opportunity to its students. It is 
our hope that by making the cost of an education 
more affordable, we are opening the door for even 
more students to pursue a career in fields related 
to energy efficiency," said Richard Mark, Chair-
man and President, Ameren Illinois. 
   "The John A. Logan College Foundation is so 
grateful to Ameren for providing this tremendous 
opportunity for our students.  We look forward to 
working together with Ameren to continue this 
scholarship for years to come," said Staci Shafer, 
Executive Director, John A. Logan College Foun-
dation. 
   The 2017 Ameren Illinois Energy Efficiency 
Scholarship award recipients are: 

Billy Williams Murphysboro, IL 

Jennifer Ashleman Marion, IL 

Frank Mannie Herrin, IL 

 
   Students were selected based on the following 
criteria: 

 Enrolled in the HVAC or Construction 
Management degree programs at John A. 
Logan College; 

 Successful completion of the first semes-
ter in the HVAC or Construction Manage-
ment degree program; and 

 A minority in his or her chosen career 
field. 

 The recipient must be recommended by 
an instructor.  IEF  



ILLINOIS ENERGY FORUM                                   4                                                 NOVEMBER, 2017 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Energy Association 

Coordinates Illinois 

Night Reception 

 

The Illinois Energy Association will coor-

dinate the Illinois Night Cocktail Reception at 
the 129th Annual Convention of the National As-
sociation of Regulatory Utility Commissioners in 
Baltimore, Maryland.  The reception will be held 
from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, No-
vember 14, at The Royal Sonesta Hotel. 

Illinois Night provides an opportunity for all 
convention attendees from the state to get to-
gether for a social hour during the four-day 
convention. 
   Reservations to attend the Illinois Night event 
can be made until November 7 by contacting 
the Energy Association offices at 217-523-
7348.  IEF  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IRPS Conference To Be 

Held on November 29 

 

   

  The  Institute for Regulatory Policy studies 

at Illinois State University is sponsoring a con-
ference entitled “Emerging Challenges for the 
Public Utility Industry: Data Access, Energy 
Storage, Source Water Development, and Chal-
lenges with Baseload” on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 29, 2017 at the President Abraham Lincoln 
Hotel in Springfield, Illinois. 
   For more information and registration, please 
visit the IRPS website at www.irps.ilstu.edu  IEF  
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