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S&C and Ameren Have 

Successful Test on 

Microgrid 

 

    Ameren Corporation, a 

Midwest-based utility, and 
S&C Electric Company, a 
smart grid leader shaping the 
future of power delivery, con-
ducted a successful 24-hour 
islanding test in August at the 
recently deployed Ameren mi-
crogrid in Champaign, Illinois. 
The microgrid — one of the 
most technologically advanced 
utility-scale microgrids in North 
America — has been opera-
tional since May and has now 
proven it can provide a seam-
less transition from grid-
connected to island mode. 
   The test focused specifically 
on the 50kW microgrid at the 
site, which powers an Ameren 
research facility. The complete 
microgrid includes 225kW of 
renewable generation (PV so-
lar and wind) and 250kW / 
500kWh of battery energy 
storage. 
   The test began at 8 a.m. on 
Aug. 3, 2017, with the battery's 
state of charge at 97 percent 
capacity. Once the battery was 
depleted to 90 percent capaci-
ty, solar and wind generation 
kicked in, simultaneously car-
rying the load and charging 
the battery. This pattern con-
tinued throughout the day, 
never letting the battery fall  

  “A reliable and resilient 

electric grid is critical not only 
to our national and economic  
security, but also to the eve-
ryday lives of American fami-
lies,” said U.S. Secretary of 
Energy, Rick Perry in an-
nouncing release of DOE’s 
long-awaited study on US 
electrical grid reliability, “It is 
my job to help ensure the 
electric grid and markets 
meet those needs now and in 
the future.” 
   The staff report examines 
the complexity of these top-
ics and the very real implica-
tions they have for the Amer-
ican people. It was prepared 
by experts throughout the 
Department and several Na-
tional Laboratories.  
   This study contains a com-
prehensive analysis and se-
ries of recommendations 
from the Department of En-
ergy staff meant to inform 
and guide policy makers, 

regulators, and the general 
public in future conversations 
about the challenges we 
face.  
   The industry has experi-
enced extraordinary techno-
logical and resource changes 
in recent years. While these 
changes are providing more 
choices for consumers, they 
are also challenging the 
regulatory paradigm that has 
guided the industry’s growth 
for decades. The core objec-
tive of electricity regulation 
has always been, and should 
continue to be, to ensure a 
reliable and resilient electric 
supply system that serves 
customers in an equitable 
manner.  
   Sec. Perry said, “It is ap-
parent that in today’s com-
petitive markets certain regu-
lations and subsidies are 
having a large impact on the 
functioning of markets, and 
thereby challenging our  
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FROM THE STAFF 

 

     Is it just us, or does every-

one feel like a bit of weight has 
been lifted from their shoul-
ders after passage of both a 
real state budget and a new 
school funding formula?  Con-
gratulations to the Illinois 
General Assembly and Gover-
nor Rauner for reaching com-
promises that allowed both to 
become law.  We know it’s 
probably too much to hope for 
long-term, but it does feel a bit 
more normal in Springfield 
these days.  Let’s enjoy the 
next few weeks before things 
heat up again for Veto Ses-
sion.  Have a great Fall!   IEF  
 

 

(Continued from Page 1)
_____________ 

 

Microgrid 

   Lower than 88 percent 

capacity. In short, the mi-
crogrid functioned without any 
human interaction, automati-
cally coordinating resources 
and ensuring power never fal-
tered. 
   Upon conclusion of the 24-
hour test, the microgrid suc-
cessfully moved back into grid-
connected mode without any 
loss of power for end users. 
   "We have one of the few mi-
crogrids in the world that op-
erates at utility-scale voltages 
and can seamlessly transition 
from grid-connected to island-
ed mode," said Ron Pate, sen-
ior vice president, operations 
and technical services at 
Ameren Illinois. "This success-
ful test provided tangible proof 
that the system can accom-
plish what it was designed to 

do. The microgrid isn't theoret-
ical and our tests don't need to 
be lab simulations. We were 
able to prove that this technol-
ogy works and can provide 
key benefits to our customers." 
IEF  
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Grid Reliability 

 

   Power generation mix. It 

is important for policy makers 
to consider their intended and 
unintended effects. Federal 
and State policy makers must 
continue to work together in 
close consultation to address 
these important issues that 
have a deep impact on grid 
reliability and resilience.”  
   America is fortunate to have 
a variety of fuel sources, but 
needs to consider how to use 
each effectively while recog-
nizing our differences and 
unique state and regional cir-
cumstances. The nation also 
needs to recognize the rela-
tionship between resiliency 
and the price of energy. Cus-
tomers should know that a re-
silient electric grid does come 
with a price. 
   When the report was initiat-
ed it received wide ranging 
stakeholder interest, which 
was welcome and under-
scores the importance and 
significance of the topic. DOE 
hopes the report will serve as 
the starting point for an im-
portant conversation about the 
future reliability and resilience 
of our electric grid. IEF  
 

 

New Construction 

Projects Underway at 

Exelon’s Quad Cities 

Plant 

 

    Construction is un-

derway at Exelon Generation’s 
Quad Cities Station on several 
new projects, bringing hun-
dreds of jobs and providing 
more than $20 million in new 
contracts for Illinois-based and 
diversity-certified suppliers. 
The first project is a multimil-
lion-dollar expansion of the 
nuclear plant’s Professional 
Learning Center. The project 
will almost double the size of 
the current building and create 
a state-of-the-art training facili-
ty for Quad Cities employees.  
   The new addition will add 
more than 36,000 square feet 
to the existing structure and 
will allow the station to retire 
older, temporary buildings that 
require more frequent mainte-
nance. It will also provide a 
modern and professional 
learning environment for the 
supplemental workers who 
support the plant, especially 
during annual refuel outages. 
   For this $7 million construc-
tion project, Exelon Genera-
tion is partnering with Burling 
Builders, Inc., an African 
American-owned, Chicago-
based firm that has success-
fully completed similar facilities 
in Illinois. Burling will subcon-
tract with multiple Quad Cities-
based companies for portions 
of this work throughout the 
project. Construction is ex-
pected to be completed in ear-
ly 2018.  IEF
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Consumer Renewable Energy 

Systems Require Homework Says 

Energy Education Council 
 

 

   Renewable energy is a frequently used 

buzzword, and many consumers find themselves 
lost in the mass of renewable trends.  At its core, 
renewable energy makes use of unlimited re-
sources, such as wind and sun to reduce the use of 
more limited fossil fuels.  However, these advance-
ments are of little consequence unless they are ac-
cessible, understandable, and beneficial for con-
sumers and for the utilities that help power our lives. 
   Molly Hall, executive director of the Energy Educa-
tion Council, urges consumers considering renewa-
ble energy options and impacts on utility systems to 
understand renewable energy technology. “Informed 
decisions about appropriate options means being 
aware of physical and financial considerations. Re-
newable energy technology and associated policies 
are constantly changing.” 
   Overall, the technologies are improving and the 
cost is coming down, but some options, such as 
wind, still make more financial sense on large, utility 
scale projects.  Some 27% of new energy capacity 
added in 2016 was wind energy, reports the US De-
partment of Energy, more than 8,200 megawatts 
(MW) of new generation. Business and residential 
consumers have installed a total of just 997 MW of 
wind capacity over several years. 
   One consideration is tax credits. There remains a 
30% federal tax credit for solar systems through 
2018, while the credits for other technologies either 
ended in 2016 or are being phased out. Individual 
states also have separate programs for renewable 
energy tax credits and incentive payments. These 
combined with dropping costs have made solar 
much more attractive for consumers with appropriate 
locations. Consumers should check with their local 
utility for more information on incentives.  Another 
factor in solar systems is available battery storage 
technology.  
   Consumers must identify and understand their en-
ergy goals and usage before investing in a system, 
as some may take many years for that investment to 
pay for itself in savings. Others have a relatively 
short pay back while generating longer-term savings 
through lower energy use.  
   “Remember, the cheapest, cleanest and greenest 
energy is the energy you don’t use or waste – and it 
comes from energy efficiency,” Hall says.    IEF  

 

 

Illinois Regulators Finalize Open 

Data Framework for Utilities 

 

    The Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) re-

cently finalized the “Open Data Access Framework,” 
developed by Environmental Defense Fund (EDF) 
and the Citizens Utility Board (CUB) to cut pollution 
and help customers save energy and money. The 
framework is made up of guidelines for securely au-
thorizing and sharing energy-use data. EDF and 
CUB worked with the utilities and other parties to 
reach agreement in the case, which has given Illi-
noisans access to their energy data and the poten-
tial to control their energy use and electricity bills. 
   “The U.S. now has unprecedented amounts of en-
ergy-use data, and Illinois is blazing the trail on how 
we securely collect, protect, and share that data. By 
putting in place the Open Data Access Framework, 
Illinois is the first state to set clear energy-data 
guidelines, empowering people to better understand 
and manage their energy use. After three years of 
working out the details, we’re excited to see how 
innovators will use the data to create new tools and 
services that lower electricity bills and cut pollution,” 
said Christie Hicks, Manager, Clean Energy Regula-
tory Implementation for the Environmental Defense 
Fund. 
   “As a consumer watchdog, CUB is focused on de-
veloping smart grid policies that ultimately help peo-
ple cut their electric bills, and the Open Data Access 
Framework is a big step toward that goal. Energy-
usage data is key to maximizing consumer benefits 
from smart meters, and with these guidelines Illinois 
is a national leader in jumpstarting clean energy 
businesses and sparking innovative tools that help 
electric customers save money. We thank the ICC, 
EDF and ComEd for working together over the last 
three years to establish sound data-sharing guide-
lines that will encourage innovation while protecting 
a customer’s privacy,” said David Kolata, Executive 
Director of the Citizens Utility Board, which worked 
with the Environmental Defense Fund and ICC staff 
on the Framework. 
   The ICC’s decision means the framework will need 
to be considered by Ameren Illinois and Common-
wealth Edison as they design new data services 
based around advanced metering infrastructure.   
IEF  

 

 

 

http://blogs.edf.org/energyexchange/files/2017/07/odaf_14-0507_final_order.pdf
https://www.edf.org/sites/default/files/data_access_factsheet_online_version.pdf
https://www.edf.org/people/christie-hicks
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Taxpayers’ Federation 

Presents Annual Tax 

Conference 

 

The 18th Annual Illinois State & Local Tax 

Conference will be presented by the Taxpayers’ 
Federation of Illinois on Thursday, September 
26 at the Meridian Conference Center in Rolling 
Meadows, Illinois.  The Conference will last 
from 8:00a.m. to 4:50p.m.  The conference will 
focus on technical tax and policy developments 
in Illinois, plus provide updates to changes oc-
curring in other states.  Speakers are some of 
the leading Illinois experts on state and local tax 
issues.  Registration information for the confer-
ence can be obtained from the Taxpayers’ Fed-
eration at 217-522-6818 or 
www.taxpayfedil.org.  IEF  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NARUC Annual Convention 

in Baltimore 

 

 

The National Association of Regulatory 

Utility Commissioners (NARUC) will hold its 
Annual Convention in Baltimore, Maryland, from 
November 12-15, 2017. State Commissioners 
and staff members from around the country will 
meet in various committees and subcommittees 
with an eye toward developing NARUC policy 
on several important issues of interest to the 
regulatory community. 

Members of the Illinois Commerce Commis-
sion serve on key NARUC policy committees.  
An Illinois Night Reception will be held on 
Tuesday, November 14.   IEF  
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